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Fig. 33.1 a Axial view shows the seminal vesicles, or vesicular glands, as paired, simple tubular glands.
Their size varies with age, being largest in men in the fifth and sixth decades of life. b The seminal
vesicles are obliquely oriented, convoluted tubules that lie between the posterior surface of the blad-
der and the rectum. They are bordered laterally by numerous small vessels belonging to the peripro-
static venous plexus. The angle between the bladder and seminal vesicle is occupied on each side
by fatty tissue. c The glands are located superior and posterior to the prostate, which is a firm, part-
ly glandular and partly muscular body about the size of a walnut and enclosed in a fibrous capsule.
The prostate is perforated by the urethra. Calcifications are usually in the parenchyma of the gland,
peripheral to the urethra
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Fig. 33.2 a Axial view of the prostate shows its anterior, posterior, and two lateral surfaces. The an-
terior surface measures about 2.5 cm from above downwards but is narrow and convex from side
to side. It is situated about 2 cm behind the pubic symphysis, from which it is separated by a plexus
of veins and a quantity of loose fat. The urethra emerges from this surface slightly above and in
front of the apex of the gland. b The posterior surface of the prostate is flattened from side to side
and is slightly convex from above downwards. The gland’s sheath and loose connective tissue sep-
arate it from the rectum. Its lateral surfaces are covered by anterior portions of the levator ani mus-
cle, which is separated from the gland by a plexus of veins. c On sagittal view, the prostate is shaped
like an inverted cone, with its base along that of the bladder and its apex close to the pelvic di-
aphragm, on the same level as the levator ani muscle. Posteriorly, the gland’s relationship with the
seminal vesicles and the rectal ampulla can be appreciated
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