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Fig. 28.1 a The urinary bladder is a muscular and distensible organ located in the pelvis. The wall of the
fully distended bladder is approximately 2-3 mm thick. b As its size, position, and relationships to oth-
er organs and anatomical structures vary according to the amount of fluid it contains, the bladder must
be studied in both its empty and its distended state. The bladder consists of the fundus, dome, and su-
perior and inferior surfaces. The anterior wall of the bladder is posterior to the rectus muscles. Later-
ally, the obturatory muscles and vessels of the obturatory region are reconizable, and posteriorly, the
ureters. c The anatomical relationships of the posterior wall of the bladder differ in males and females.
In males, the bladder is related to the seminal vescicles and prostate, and in females, to the uterus
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Fig. 28.2 a The coronal view shows the fully distend bladder surrounded by perivesicular fat. In males,
the prostate abuts the base of the bladder, with the seminal vesicles related to the posteroinferior
bladder wall. The superior half of the bladder is in contact with the terminal loops of the small in-
testine. b In sagittal view, the moderately full bladder assumes an oval form, with the long diame-
ter directed upwards and forwards. In this condition, the bladder presents posterosuperior, an-
teroinferior, and two lateral surfaces, a fundus, and a dome. The sigmoid colon is posterosuperior
to the bladder, with the rectum posterior. The retropubic space, also referred to as Retzius’ space,
is located between the pubic symphysis and the anteroinferior wall of the bladder
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Fig. 28.3 a The bladder is surrounded by perivisceral fat. In the female, it lies adjacent to the uterus
and ovaries. b In sagittal view, the bladder is separated from the anterior surface of the uterine body
by the uterovesical pouch, but below this level areolar tissue connects it to the front of the cervix
uteri and the upper part of the anterior wall of the vagina. When the bladder is empty, the uterus
rests upon its superior surface
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