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Fig. 17.1 a The abdominal lymphatic channels and lymph nodes parallel the course of the major
blood vessels and share their names: the aortic, celiac, and mesenteric lymph nodes. b Normal ab-
dominal lymph nodes are usually < 1 cm in diameter. Nodal enlargement can result from inflam-
matory or neoplastic involvement. Increased adjacent fat tissue and vascular opacification facilitate
the identification of lymph nodes on MDCT images
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Fig. 17.2 a The retrocrural nodes are located along the aorta, at the level of the diaphragmatic hia-
tus. They connect the nodal groups of the posterior mediastinum with the para-aortocaval lymph
nodes. b The gastric nodes are located along the lesser curvature, near the gastric artery. c The he-
patic nodes are located close to the hepatic artery and along the hepatoduodenal ligament
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Fig. 17.3 a The portacaval nodes are easily seen on CT, directly posterior to the portal vein, along
the hepatoduodenal ligament. They are also referred to as the “nodes of the foramen of Winslow”
and form a pathway between the nodes of the stomach and nodes that drain the liver and bile ducts.
b Splenopancreatic nodes are located along the splenic artery, posterosuperior to the pancreas and
near the splenic hilum. c Celiac lymph nodes are located along the celiac trunk, in the retroperi-
toneum. They drain lymph from the upper abdominal organs, stomach, and intestine through a ma-
jor lymphatic collector system, the intestinal trunk
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Fig. 17.4 a The mesenteric lymph nodes are distributed in the mesenteric root, along the superior
and inferior mesenteric arteries. They are the terminal station for lymphatic drainage from the large
and small bowel. b Aortic or para-aortic nodes are located in the retropertioneum, along the aorta
and inferior vena cava. c The para-aortic nodes drain much of the lymph from the lower extremi-
ties and abdominal wall. They serve as the primary nodal station for urinary and genital organs.
The major para-aortic channels join with the intestinal trunk, at the level of L1, to form the tho-
racic duct, which passes through the aortic hiatus to enter the mediastinum and empty into the left
subclavian or innominate vein
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Fig. 17.5 a The internal iliac or obturator nodes surround the internal iliac artery and can be visual-
ized in the posterior pelvis. b The external iliac nodes are located along the external iliac artery, in
the anterior pelvis. c The inguinal nodes are superficial, located anterolateral to the pubic bone.
They often display central low-density or fatty degeneration
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