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Fig. 12.1 a The axial section shows the emergence of the celiac trunk, a large anterior branch of the
abdominal aorta. It arises below the aortic hiatus of the diaphragm and the inferior phrenic arter-
ies. b Volume rendering reconstruction shows the division of the celiac trunk into its three branch-
es: hepatic artery, left gastric artery, and splenic artery. c The common hepatic artery runs hori-
zontally to the right and forwards, passing in front of the right pillar of the diaphragm and through
the upper margin of the pancreas
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Fig. 12.2 a At the the level of the duodenum, the common hepatic artery gives rise to the origin of
its gastroduodenal branch and then penetrates the liver parenchyma as the proper hepatic artery. b
The axial reconstruction, taken at the level of the hepatic hilum, shows the division of the proper
hepatic artery into right and left branches, which are distributed within the corresponding liver lobes.
c The proper hepatic artery gives rise to the right gastric artery as a collateral branch.This artery
runs along the lesser gastric curvature to anastomose with the left gastric artery
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Fig. 12.3 a The left gastric artery is the smallest branch of the celiac trunk. It provides branches for
both surfaces of the stomach, as seen in this axial maximum-intensity projection (MIP) reconstruction.
b The splenic artery is the largest branch of the celiac trunk. It runs horizontally and left towards
the hilum of the spleen. It is located behind the stomach and the upper edge of the pancreas. c The
splenic artery, in its final course, runs within the splenorenal ligament and divides into its terminal
upper and lower branches before penetrating the splenic hilum (MIP axial reconstruction)
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Fig. 12.4 a Axial image shows the origin of the superior mesenteric artery. This branch arises from
the anterior surface of the abdominal aorta, just inferior to the origin of the celiac trunk. It travels
in an anterior to inferior direction and ends in the right iliac fossa, where it anastomoses with its
collateral branches (ileocolic artery). b Axial image shows the emergence of the inferior mesenteric
artery from the aorta, 3-4 cm above the origin of the common iliac arteries. It travels downwards,
in front of the aorta, and then along its left margin to end in the pelvis, where it becomes the su-
perior rectal artery. c Volume rendering reconstruction shows the origins of the superior mesenteric
artery, celiac trunk, and right renal artery
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